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Juvenile Crime 

 Teacher's Guide
Overview

In this activity the students will follow the lives of four juveniles who committed serious crimes in California, USA. Two of the juveniles were tried as youths and two as adults. The students will be asked to evaluate each case and state whether in their opinion justice was served in a just manner according to age and crime. The students will also investigate Israeli laws concerning juvenile crime and decide how these juveniles would have been sentenced in Israel. The students will be asked to present their finding to the class. Option: The students will prepare a debate to decide whether a juvenile who committed a serious crime should be tried as an adult or youth.

Students can access all the Internet sites for the Interactive Activities by clicking on Students' Area in the ECB On-line homepage, then click on:

· Interactive Activity links -  The links to the Internet sites are listed under the names of the activities.
- or - 

· Elementary, Junior High, High School. Choose their coursebook.

Level

Proficiency (Grades 11-12)

Time

Three to four 45-minute lessons

Group Size

Groups

Students' Prior Knowledge

The students can ... 

... follow links on the Internet.

... search for specific information using the Internet.

... summarize information.

Objectives

The students will be able to ...

... interact and respond appropriately in conversations and discussions.

... give and receive information using accurate language and varied vocabulary.

... follow the argument in a range of expository texts.

... express opinions with supporting facts and arguments.

Procedure

Discuss with the class the problem of juvenile crime. Discuss the types of crimes juveniles commit and what punishments are given. What do they think is the difference, in the eyes of the law, between a youth and an adult? When do they believe a youth should be held responsible for his / her actions? Should the law consider the family situation of the offender? Should the severity of the punishment depend on the age of the youth and / or the type of crime? 

If there is an instance of teenage crime cited in a local newspaper or in an English language newspaper from the Internet bring it to the class. Ask the students to read it and discuss if the punishment fits the crime according to the type of crime, age of offender and punishment. If you can only find an article in Hebrew, let them read it, but discuss the actions and consequences in English.

Divide the class into groups of six students. Each group should divide into three pairs. Each pair will be responsible for doing one of the following parts of the activity and report to the other members of the group. 

Part One: 

The students should read about three of the four juvenile offenders in California, USA. Frontline: Juvenile Justice and explain to the class the youth's family background, his crime, the punishment, and whether they believe justice was served. This last section should include their opinion about whether the juvenile was punished correctly according to his age and crime. This activity worksheet will help the students gather information.

Part Two: 

Three students from the group choose at least two of the articles from Facts, Statistics and History .They should summarize what they learned about juvenile crime and justice, and share it will the members of their group. This information will aid the group in their debate.

Three students will research the laws for juvenile offenders here in Israel. They may get this information from the library, a lawyer, or the local police department. These students will have to summarize what they've learned and report to the group in English. 

Presentation

Each group should present their findings about the youth they investigated to the class and state whether they agree with the decision of the court based on what they read. They should further explain whether the juvenile they learned about in this activity would be sentenced in Israel.

Variations on a Theme

Based on what they learned from the activity the class should debate the following:

David is 16-years-old. David and two friends (the same age) are walking in the park one afternoon. They see, Ronny, a boy from school with whom they argued earlier. David starts to fight with the Ronny. David punches Ronny who falls down. Ronny's head hits a rock, is seriously hurt and must go to the hospital. 

Debate: David should be tried as an adult.

Juvenile Crime – Activity One

To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity
· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Juvenile Crime
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Choose one of the four juveniles pictured in the article Frontline Juvenile Justice. Answer the following questions. 

1. How old was the youth when he committed the crime? 
2. What was the crime?

3. How many people were involved in the crime? _____________________

4. In about 100 words summarize the youth's background. Refer to his ethic    
background, family relations, neighborhood and school.

5. Was the youth given a psychological evaluation? Yes / No 

           What was the conclusion?
6. Has the youth committed any other crimes? Yes / No 
If yes, what and when?
7. Was the youth tried as a juvenile in any of these crimes? Yes / No 
 What was his sentence?
8. Was the youth tried as an adult in any of these crimes? Yes / No 
 What was his sentence? 
9. What punishment did the youth receive for the crime described on this web site?
10. What has happened to the youth since his punishment?
11. According to this web site it says: "Under California law, there are five criteria the juvenile court must consider when determining whether to certify a child up to the adult system. What are the five criteria?

12. According to these criteria, do you believe the youth you read about was sentenced or punished fairly? Explain your answer.

Juvenile Crime – Activity Two
To find the Internet site you need to complete this activity
· Go to: ECB Online: www.ecb.co.il
· Click on Student's Area

· Click on Interactive Activity Links or look for your course book.

· Find the activity: Juvenile Crime
· Use these Internet sites to help you.
Go the Internet site Frontline Juvenile Justice 

Click on: From Both Sides of the Bench. Answer the following questions.

1. What is the purpose of this debate?

2. Choose one of the people interviewed. 

a. What is his/her name? 

b. What is his/her occupation

3. Does he/she believe that juveniles who commit violent crimes should be tried as adults? Explain.

4. Do you agree with his/her opinion Yes / No 

           Explain why?

5. As a group, which judges or lawyers opinion presented here do you agree with and why? If you do not agree with anyone's opinion explain why?
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