
ACCESSING INFORMATION
t

 A   You are going to read an article about a 
surprising effect of technology. Look at 
the new words and make sure you know 
what they mean. Which of them can you 
use to talk about the Internet?

WORDS  
FROM  

THE TEXT

Where would we be without Google? 
This search engine has the answers 
to everything you ever wanted to 
know – and more! Just type in a 
few keywords and the information 
magically appears before your 
eyes. In fact, information is so easy 
to access on Google that people 
don’t need to remember anything 
anymore. And that’s a problem – or 
not, depending on how you look at it.

People used to memorize all sorts 
of things: train schedules, spelling 
rules, historical events. Today, our 
brains have given up even trying 
to remember these things because 
Google knows them all. Not so long 
ago, any schoolchild could easily 

 B  1  Read the title of the article. What do 
you think the answer to the question 
is? Explain. 

 2  Read and see if the writer  
agrees with you.

PART 4 LET’S FACE IT!

YOUR GOAL
Conduct a survey of general knowledge and report  
your findings, using: 
•  new words
•  a variety of tenses

convert miles to kilometers. How many 
adults (let alone children) could do 
that today? And why should they when 
Google can do it faster? Just type in “x 
miles to kilometers” and Google will 
give you the answer instantly. 

Let’s face it: Google isn’t exactly making 
us smarter. It may even be making us 
dumber in the traditional sense. But 
could it be that we’ve gained more than 
we’ve lost? Some people think so. Steve 
Maher, a social studies1 teacher in New 
Jersey, U.S.A., is one of them. Maher 
believes that Google has altered our 
relationship with information. People 
today don’t need to remember a lot of 
facts, he explains. In the digital age, 
it’s not what you know that’s important; 
it’s the ability to access and evaluate 
information that’s important.

Maher admits that there is still a 
certain basic level of knowledge that 

students need in order to be educated 
citizens. But beyond this basic level 
of knowledge, kids need to be taught 
skills. We need to face the fact that the 
world is changing, Maher explains. 
According to the U.S. Department of 
Education2, seven of the top 10 jobs in 
2010 didn’t even exist in 2004. “That’s 
one of the reasons I talk about the 
difference between learning content 
and learning skills,” Maher says. He 
believes there is a much greater need 
to teach skills, because if students are 
taught skills, they can adapt to new 
situations. The person who’s going to 
be successful in the future isn’t the 
one who knows the most. It’s the one 
who can access, evaluate and combine 
information from different sources, 
Maher claims.

So, is Google making us smarter or 
dumber? What do you think? 

 C  Answer the questions in your notebook.

 1. What can we infer from the question in line 1?

  a. People should rely more on Google.

  b. People rely too much on Google.

  c. Google can help us find our way.

  d. We would be lost without Google.

 2. What might be “a problem” (line 10), according to the writer?

 3. Why are train schedules, spelling rules and historical events mentioned in lines 12-24?

  COMPLETE THE ANSWER.

  As examples of ... .

1social studies  מדעי החברה / العلوم االجتماعية
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2Department of Education  משרד החינוך / وزارة المعارف
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