Unit 3 Make a Difference

Good Deeds Day
Reading

ISRAEL

Getting the facts

INTERNATIONAL

ORGANIZE YOUR PROJECT

A	
There is a special day called Good Deeds Day. On this day, people do things to help other

“Even smiling
at someone in the
street is a good deed.”

people. Give an example of a good deed.

B

1	The New Words below appear in the webpage on page 75. Write them in alphabetical
order in your notebook with their meanings.
develop
purpose
donate
choice
public

park
result
community
organization
successful

huge
success
organize
disabled
environment

good deeds
take the time to
the elderly
fix up

Shari Arison, businesswoman
and philanthropist 1

the needy
take part in
youth movement

GOOD DEEDS DAY

Glossary, page 181

2 Which words or phrases are connected to helping others?

C

5

WHAT IS GOOD DEEDS DAY?
“Good Deeds Day is a day of giving,” says Shari Arison. She’s the
person who first thought of the idea of a Good Deeds Day. Starting in 2007, this day
has developed into a national holiday of doing good deeds. Its purpose is not for
people to donate money, but to take the time to do something for others.
WHAT HAPPENS ON GOOD DEEDS DAY?
On Good Deeds Day people volunteer to work for a project of their choice. Here are
some of the activities people did on the last Good Deeds Day:

Read the webpage on page 75 and answer the questions.
1. Who started Good Deeds Day?
2. What is the idea behind this day?
3. When did it start?

D

They painted the homes of the elderly.
They planted public gardens.
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They cleaned up beaches and parks.

Answer the following questions in your notebook.

They fixed up children’s centers.

WHAT IS GOOD DEEDS DAY?

1.
		
		
		
		

They prepared food packages for the needy.

Choose the correct answer.
Good Deeds Day is about
.
a. donating money to organizations
b. doing things for the community
c. celebrating holidays with the needy

The result was 50,000 hours of volunteer work for communities throughout Israel.
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WHAT HAPPENS ON GOOD DEEDS DAY?

2. Give an example of how Good Deeds Day helps:
		 a. children
b. the general public
c. poor people
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d. old people

WHO PARTICIPATES?

3. How many people took part in Good Deeds Day in March 2013?
4. How many projects were there?
HOW SUCCESSFUL IS THE IDEA?

5. Good Deeds Day was so successful in Israel that

.

E People’s interest in doing good deeds is growing. Give an example from the article that
shows this.
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WHO PARTICIPATES?
In March 2012, about 250,000 people took part in over 3,000 projects. One year later,
370,000 took part in more than 5,200 projects. The volunteers included students,
kids from youth movements, and men and women from different communities and
organizations.
HOW SUCCESSFUL IS THE IDEA?
Good Deeds Day doesn’t only take place in Israel. Following the huge success of
Good Deeds Day in Israel, Arison decided to organize an international day of good
deeds. The first international happening took place in April 2011 in communities in
Great Britain, the United States, Ukraine, Poland and Germany. At the present time,
people participate in Good Deeds Day in fifty countries all over the world.
People organized activities for disabled kids, cleaned up the environment, donated
blood2 and organized bazaars for the needy.
Do you want to organize an activity in your community? Let’s hear about it! Post3
your project on the Organize Your Project page on the website!
1
2
3
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CONTACT

philanthropist  متب ّرعة، محسنة، كريمة/ נדבנית
donated blood  تب ّرعوا بالدم/ תרמו דם

post  أنشرو/ פרסמו
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