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1. landmarks

EXTRA READING

A Read the article and find out how taxi drivers navigate the streets of London.
Then answer the questions that follow in your notebook. B What is the main idea of this article? Choose the correct answer.

1. Travellers enjoy the streets of London.

2. London taxi drivers have to take a difficult exam. 

3. When you’re in London, don’t take a taxi.

4. London taxi drivers are very good at their jobs.

C Complete these sentences. There is more than one correct answer.

1. London taxi drivers have to remember …. .

2. They never …. .

3. When people are in a hurry, the taxi driver …. .

4. You may find it hard to …. .

D In which paragraph would each of these sentences go in the article?

a. There are plenty of black taxis on the streets to help you if you’re in a hurry or get lost.

b. If you are on Fifth Avenue, you know that the next avenue is Sixth Avenue.

c. Students usually have to study for a long time.

d. “I didn’t think I could get there in time.”

e. There are many things the student drivers need to know.

E What do we learn about the streets of London? Choose the two correct answers.

1. The streets are straight.

2. Different streets often have the same name.

3. In many streets you can only travel in one direction.

4. London streets are like New York streets.

5. London streets are never busy.

F Why do you think the writer tells us how many streets and landmarks there are in London?

G Do you think you could learn to be a London taxi driver? Would you want to? 
Write at least four sentences in your notebook explaining why or why not.

1 In London, it isn’t easy to become a taxi driver. Drivers of the famous black London taxis
have to pass a difficult exam. It can take a student as three years to study for it. At first,
student drivers study maps. Then clip the maps to the front of motorcycles and ride around
London learning the streets of London.

2 London is a very big city. The student drivers need to remember the names and locations of
streets, hotels, parks, shops and famous buildings in the centre of London. There are about
25,000 streets and 1,400 famous landmarks1. Many streets in the centre of London are
one-way2. The student drivers must learn these streets so they never take any wrong turns.
They also need to learn alternate routes, in case there are traffic jams3 or an accident.

3 And that’s not all. London streets are not straight, like in some other big cities. In New York
City, for example, “avenues” go from north to south and “streets” go from east to west. And
they all have numbers, like Fifth Avenue or 42nd Street. This helps you work out where you
are. There is no order like this in London. If you ask a taxi driver to take you to “Chester
Street”, he or she will ask you: “Are you sure you mean Chester Street? Maybe you need
Chester Road or Chester Way?” There are eight different “Chesters” and taxi drivers must
know them all.

4 People like to tell stories about their journeys with London taxi drivers. One traveller had to
get to Victoria Station to catch a late night train. “I was 20 or 30 minutes away from the
station,” she said, “but I had to be there in 13 minutes. So I took a black taxi to the station.”
The taxi driver got her there in 11 minutes! “He was amazing. He knew how to get there fast
and he didn’t need to look at a map.”

5 A day in London may be a challenge for you or me, but not for the driver of a black taxi. So
if you’re in a hurry or you don’t want to get lost – take a taxi!
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