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  1.  Nebi Shu’eib (Jethro’s Tomb)                 2.  Druze turbans (hats)                  3.  the Druze star 

          4.  the Debka (a Druze dance)                5.  the Druze flag                6.  a Druze village 

Match the words to the correct pictures. 

Discussion and brainstorming page 
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Read the following sentences to the pupils and tell them to number the pictures.  

1. This is the Druze flag.   3. She is making pita bread.   5. They are dancing the debka.   7. The grapes are green.   9. The women have white scarves. 
2. This is the Druze star.  4. The men have white hats.   6. They are walking in a village.    8. The food is tasty.        10. This is the tomb of Jethro, Nebi Shu’eib.  

http://www.nationmaster.com/encyclopedia/Image:FlagofDruze.png
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The Druze Community Vocabulary 

reincarnation 

religion 

religious 

respect 

scarf (scarves) 

secret 

shave 

soul 

tomb 

traditions 

truth 

unity 

village 

vine (vineyards) 

wedding 

welcome 

group 

guests 

honesty 

honor 

host 

Jethro 

join 

mind 

moustache 

offer 

outsider 

pilgrimage 

potential 

prophet 

protect 

recognize 

appear 

arts and crafts 
 

beard 

become 

believe 

believers 

carpets 

community 

complete 

culture 

delicious 

dough 

enemies 

fixed 

generation 
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Color the Druze star and flag according to the number-color code. 

The star is the symbol of the Druze religion. It has five colors.                                             
Each color has a different meaning. 
 
The Druze flag also has the same five colors. 

1 – red 

2 – yellow 

3 – blue 

4 – white 

5 - green 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

2 

4 

3 

5 
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About one million Druze live all over the the world.  Most of them live in the mountains in 

Lebanon, Syria, Israel and Jordan. 106,000 Druze live in the north of Israel in mountain 

villages. Some of the villages are all Druze; others are mixed with Moslems and 

Christians.  The Druze way of life centers around religion, but they also have a very 

modern life style. 

One of the largest Druze village is Daliyat El Carmel.  Tourists from all over the world 

come to Daliyat El Carmel to visit the market and shops where special Druze arts and 

crafts are sold.  They also eat at the Druze restaurants and enjoy the delicious food.                                                                                                        

Dalia in Arabic means vine.  There are many vineyards around the village. 

1. She is making pita bread.                                                  
2. There are gifts in the market.                                    
3. They are walking in Daliyat El Carmel.                                     
4. There are clothes in the market. 
5. There are the vineyards around Daliyat El Carmel.                
6. The meat kabab is delicious. 

Match the sentences to the correct pictures. 
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Druze believe that there is a ‘fixed’ number of Druze in the world. 
They also believe that all Druze alive today are the reincarnation of 
someone who was a Druze. People from other religions can’t become 
Druze.                                                                                                   

grandparents            parents           child           baby           teenager  

Write the words below under the correct pictures.            
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The Druze Community 
 
There are two groups of people within the Druze community.                          

One group is called the uqqal which means the knowing.  These 
people (men and women) take care of the religious matters of the 
community.  

The men from the uqqal shave their heads and have beards and 
moustaches.  They wear dark robes and white hats. 

The women wear long dark dresses and cover their heads with a 
white scarf called a mandeel.  Some women only cover their hair 
with the mandeel  but the more religious women also cover their 
faces.  

The uqqal are between 10 and 20% of the Druze community.  One 
out of 50 members of the uqqal  are of the highest religious 
position and are called ajawid which means good.  They work as the 
real leaders of the Druze religion. 

The other and larger group is called the jahhul which means those 
who do not know.  Their clothes are modern, but simple.  These 
people protect and take care of the community needs.  The men 
serve in the Israeli army.  

1.  What are the religious Druze called?  What does the word mean?   

2.  What do the people from the uqqal wear?   

3.  What are the non-religious Druze called?  What does the word mean?   

4.  What do the people from the jahhul do?   

Answer the questions. 
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A 
 1. fireman 
 2. policeman 
 3. secretary 
 4. doctor 
 5. soldier 
 6. musician 
 7. waiter 
 8. gardener 
 9. teacher 
10. dentist 
11. postman 
12. farmer 
13. chef 
14. artist 

B 
teaches children 
helps sick people 
puts out fires 
plays music 
paints pictures 
makes food 
works in a restaurant 
protects my country 
fixes teeth 
brings letters 
cuts the grass 
drives a tractor  
works in an office 
catches thieves 

Some of the jahhul work at these jobs in the Druze community.             

Match the jobs in A to the pictures.  Then write at least six pairs of 
sentences using A and B. (For example:  1. He’s a fireman.  He puts out fires.) 
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B 

__ Of course!  Stay until he feels 

better. 

__ You need to build more rooms.  

We will help you. 

__ Buy a mini-van so all of the 

family can use it. 

__ Her daughters will care for 

her and also the house. 

__ We will all give the family 

money so he can learn. 

Read the sentences in A and match them to the decision made by the family in B. 

Druze Family Meetings – making decisions 

Because of very close family ties, many important decisions are made at family meetings. 

A 

1. We need to buy a car.  

What kind should we buy?  

2. My uncle in Isifya is sick.  

Can I go and care for him?  

3. Ramzi wants to study at the university. 

It’s very expensive.               

4. You have five children.  

Your house is too small.  

5. Mother fell and broke her arm. 

The doctor told her not to work. 
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The Druze believe in the Unity of God and call themselves Ahl-al Tawheed, the Sons of the Unity.        

They believe that God appeared as men at different times and that the last and final time was in 

Al-Hakim bi Amrillah many years ago in 1021 A.D. 
 

The Druze keep their religion a secret from the outside world and also from people in their 

community.  Only the uqqal (knowers) have the complete understanding of the religion.  Every 

Thursday night there is a religious meeting outside of the Druze village at a house or simple 

building called khilwa which means a place to be alone.  Only the uqqal can come to the meeting and 

only the uqqal can read from the religious Books of Wisdom, Ketab al Hikme. 
 

The Druze do not believe in open prayer and celebration of their religion.  Because of this, there 

are no Druze holidays.  They recognize Eid al-Adha and also have many holy places.  The most 

important holy place is Nebi Shu’eib, the tomb of Jethro.       

1. Ketab al Hikme ___ the tomb of Jethro  

2. Ahl-al Tawheed  ___ the religious Druze; the ‘knowers’  

3. uqqal ___ the last time that God appeared  
  as a man 

4. Nebi Shu’eib ___ the Sons of Unity 

5. Al-Hakim  ___ the Books of Wisdom 

6. khilwa ___ the religious meeting place outside 
  the village 

Match the underlined words from the text to their English translations. 
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The Druze honor Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses 
and call him Shu’eib.  Every year they make a pilgrimage 
to his tomb on the 25th of April.  Nebi Shu’eib is 
northwest of Tiberias, not far from Moshav Arbel at a 
place called the ‘Horns of Hittin’.  The tomb looks like 
the top of a mosque and inside are hundreds of 
beautiful Persian carpets.  Visitors are welcome all year 
long, but before entering they must take off their 
shoes and cover their heads with a hat or scarf.  

22 9 19 9 20 15 18 19 
________________: 

20 8 9 19    9 19    1    8 15 12 25    16 12 1 3 5  
_______    ___    _    ________   ________ ! 

16 12 5 1 19 5    3 15 22 5 18    25 15 21 18  
__________    __________   ________ 

8 5 1 4    1 14 4    20 1 11 5    15 6 6  
______   ____    _______   _____  

25 15 21 18    19 8 15 5 19 
_________   _________. 

20 8 1 14 11    25 15 21 

_________    _______. 

Nebi Shu’eib – The Tomb of Jethro 

Use the number-letter code below to find out what 
the sign at the entrance of Nebi Shu’eib says.  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 A B C D E  F 

 7 8 9 10 11 
 G H I J K 

 12 13 14 15 16 
 L M N O P 

 17 18 19 20 21 
 Q R S T U 

 22 23 24 25 26 
 V W X Y Z 
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The 25th of April is the birthday of the 
prophet Jethro (Nebi Shu’eib).  Druze 
from all over the country come to his 
tomb to talk about their community. 
This day has almost become a religious 
holiday for the Druze and now Nebi 
Shu’eib is the most important religious 
place for the them. 

Walk up to Nebi Shu’eib and find ten words from the text on the way. Write the words and translate them. 

Prophet’s (Jethro’s) Day 
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The Druze Wedding – an important Druze tradition 
 

Weddings are very happy times in the Druze community. The families invite all the 
people in the village, other Druze and a few other friends. Sometimes there are as 
many as five hundred people at the wedding. Friends and family help make the 
special foods needed for the celebration. 

A Druze wedding begins on a Friday at the groom’s parents’ home.  

Three days before the wedding, family and friends of the groom come to his 
parents’ home where they eat together, sing and dance.   

The next night is called the Hinna night. The groom and his friends put red hinna 
on their hands and continue celebrating. The same night all the friends of the 
bride come to her parents’ home. The bride wears special clothes and sits on a high 
chair. Everyone sings and dances around her. 

On Friday morning, all the guests have breakfast together. In the afternoon it is 
time for the zaffa. The groom's friends and family stand around him and sing 
while someone shaves him.  

In the evening, the bride comes to the groom's home. At the entrance of the 
house, the bride presses some dough on the wall and enters the house with her 
right foot first. The groom does the same. If the dough does not fall off the wall, 
it is a sign of good luck and a successful marriage. 

n r a o t d t i i g w i e d d n u g o d h g e r m i a r a 

Unscramble the words from the text and translate them. 
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A Warm Welcome in a Druze Home 

Druze like to welcome guests to their homes and are always very friendly.  They feel 
honored if they can talk you into staying for a meal.  Even if the food is more than you 
can eat, the Druze host will bring you more.  At the end of the meal, he will always say 
he is sorry for giving you so little.  

In most Druze homes the cooking is done by groups.  Sometimes you can see mothers, 
daughters, sisters, cousins and friends working together in the kitchen to prepare a 
special meal.  

If you are a guest for a meal in a Druze home, always say “No, thank you” the first 
time they offer you food.  When someone offers you food again, you should say “Yes, 
please” and then tell the host and cook how good the food is! 

Enjoy your meal.  Chat for awhile, but not too long and thank your host again before 
you leave.  Don’t forget to tell all your friends about how the Druze welcomed you and 
about the delicious food you ate! 

1. cool  __________   7. bad  __________ 

2. leaving  __________  8. short  __________ 

3. less   __________   9. after  __________ 

4. beginning __________  10. remember  __________ 

5. never  __________  11. enemies  __________ 

6. last  __________ 

Write the opposites of the words below. All the words are in the text. 


