Discussion and brainstorming page

Match the words to the correct pictures.

1. pilgrims

2. the Grand Mosque and the Ka’ba

4. Eid Mubarak !

3. the clothes of ihram

5. the Tawaf (circling the Ka’ba 7 times)
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A Poem for the Hajj
I’m on my way to Mecca
… the road is hard and long.
I wear the clothes of ihram
… and on my lips - a song.

I sing the song to Allah
… the Hajj … ready to start.
Please make my life a good life
… with love inside my heart.

A Poem for Eid al-Adha
Eid Mubarak to you! … Happy holiday!
To my friends and family … on this special day!
Today we pray together…today we are as one.
Let us live as brothers
Eid al-Adha has begun!
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Circle the letters that are in the correct order. Write the misplaced letters on the lines provided below. Then color the pictures.

1

2

6

3

7

4

8

5

9
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Make a card for someone. Color the picture, then cut along the dotted lines.
Fold the card in half and write a greeting of your own or choose from the list below.

Eid Mubarak



Happy Holiday



Wishing you a happy Eid



Holiday blessings
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Read the following to the pupils and tell them to number the pictures.
1. Look at the big camel.
2. The women are standing and talking.
3. This is a table for the holiday.
4. These are cakes and sweets for the holiday.
5. These are presents for the holiday.
6. Look at the big mosque.
7. The woman is walking with her baby.
8. The man is going on the Hajj.
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Hajj and Eid al-Adha Vocabulary
act

feast

protected

blessing

forgiveness

religion

circle

hills

return

cloth

judgement

rituals

clothes

leave

sacrifice

complete

lunar

scarf (scarves)

continue

perform

search

correctly

pilgrim

shave

counter-clockwise

pilgrimage

sins

pillar

tents

plains

third

pray

well

prayer

worship

cover

cube / square
devil
direction

prophet
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Every year over 2 million Moslems come to Mecca for the Hajj from all over the world.
Write the names of the
continents on the map. Add
as many countries and cities
as you can.

North
America
South
America
Europe
Asia

Africa
Antarctica
Australia
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What are they doing before they go on the Hajj?
Write at least six sentences describing the pictures. Use the chart below.

playing

coffee and talking.

walking

his hands.

The man is

bringing

the flute and dancing.

The men are

drinking

bread.

The woman is

reading

dinner.

The women are

cooking

water from the well.

washing

from the Holy Book.

blessing

home.

baking

each other.
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What is the Hajj?
Three months after Ramadan is the great Moslem pilgrimage to Mecca called the Hajj.
The Hajj begins on the 8th day of Dhul-Hijjah, the last lunar month. On this day many years ago,
Ibrahim was asked to sacrifice his son, Ishmael to show his trust in God. Before his knife came
down on his son, God stopped Ibrahim and gave him a sheep to kill instead of Ishmael. To honor
Ibrahim’s complete trust in God, the prophet Mohammed began the pilgrimage many years ago walking to the same places as did Ibrahim and Ishmael. The pilgrimage continues until this day.

The pilgrimage takes three days. Each day the pilgrims have to do special things called rituals.
There are ten rituals in all, but only four must be done correctly to complete the Hajj.
The Hajj is the fifth pillar of the Islamic religion. The pilgrims think only of God when they are
on the Hajj. They think only of doing what is right and ask that all the bad things they have done
be forgiven. The prophet Mohammad said that a person who finishes the Hajj correctly will
return as a new born baby - free of all sins.
The Hajj is also a time for Moslems all around the world to come together in the name of Allah,
their God.

Answer the questions.

1. When does the Hajj begin? What happened on this day many years ago?
2. How many rituals are there? How many must be done to complete the Hajj ?
3. What did the prophet Mohammad say about a person who finishes the Hajj ?
4. Who comes to the Hajj ?
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The Ihram

Before coming into the holy city of Mecca, each pilgrim takes off his regular
clothes and puts on the ihram. The men wear two pieces of white cloth
which cover the body. The women wear white dresses and scarves. The
ihram shows that all people are the same in the eyes of Allah.
The pilgrims leave all their money behind. There are no rich people and no
poor people on the Hajj. The pilgrims also do not shave or cut their hair.
The special white clothes the pilgrims wear on the Hajj also symbolize their
way of thinking and acting at this time.
Match the words to their definitions.

1. a pilgrim

_ ants, flies, spiders, etc.

2. the ihram

_ normal, something done everyday

3. the Hajj

_ a person who travels to a holy place

4. shave

_ the material we make clothes from

5. insects

_ special white clothes of the Hajj

6. regular

_ the fifth pillar of Islam

7. cloth

_ to cut the hair on your face
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Which clothes can’t we wear on the Hajj? Find the names of the clothing and write them in small letters under the correct pictures.

J A C K E T P A N T S J E A N S

S D S S S B A T H I N G S U I T
H R H C U C B L O U S E B E L T

O E I A I A P A J A M A S H A T
R S R R T P S K I R T S O C K S
T S T F T I E T - S H I R T
S G L O V E S V E S T W A T C H

S H O E S S W E A T E R C O A T
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The Grand Mosque
The holy mosque in Mecca has many
names. Some call it the Grand or Great
Mosque. Others call it the Protected
Mosque or Masjid al Haram and Haram
ash Shareef.
Every year millions of Moslem pilgrims
come to Mecca for the Hajj. They pray
at the Grand Mosque there. They enter
the mosque with their right foot first
and say a prayer to Allah. It is the
place where the Hajj begins and ends.
The mosque is built around the Ka’ba, which is the first house of worship to
God built by Adam and then rebuilt again many years ago by Ibrahim and
Ishmael. When Moslems pray, they always face the direction of Mecca - the
direction of the Grand Mosque and the direction of the Ka’ba.
Unscramble the letters and write the words.

emqosu

llmoiisn

gpliirm

ryarpe

ticeoirdn
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The Ka’ba – The Cube
Read about the Ka’ba and fill in the missing words from the word banks.

Every year pilgrims come to the Ka'ba on the 8th day in the lunar
1._______ of Dhul-Hijjah. This was the day that God asked Ibrahim to
sacrifice his 2._______, Ishmael. Moslems believe that the Ka’ba was
built by Adam as the first house of worship to God, but by the time of
Ibrahim the Ka’ba had been destroyed. God asked 3._______ and his
son, Ishmael to rebuild it. The Ka’ba is a square 4._______. It is
covered with a black cloth called a Kiswa. In the east corner is a
5._______ stone called Hajar al Aswad. Moslems believe that the
prophet Mohammed himself put this 6._______ in the wall of the Ka’ba
and kissed it.
son

Ibrahim

black

month

stone

building

The rituals of the Hajj pilgrimage 7._______ and end at the Ka’ba. The 8._______ ritual is a
counter-clockwise walk called shawt around the Ka’ba. It begins at the black 9._______. The
shawt is repeated seven times and this is called the tawaf. Pilgrims who are close enough to the
stone touch and 10._______ it. Those who are farther away hold their right 11._______ out in the
direction of the stone. As they walk around the Ka’ba, the pilgrims 12._______ "Labbayka
Allahumma Labbayk," which means "Here I am at your service, O God, here I am!"
stone

hand

say

begin

kiss

first

Every 13._______ after the Hajj is over, the Ka’ba is closed for 14._______ month. Then it is
washed from the inside with 15._______ from the well of Zamzam and a 16._______ Kiswa is
brought to cover the Ka’ba for the next year.
The Ka’ba is a symbol of unity for Moslems all over the 17._______. When Moslems
they always face the direction of the Ka’ba.
water

year

world

one

pray

new

18._______,
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Circle the verbs around the Ka’ba and write them below. Then translate them.

go
______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______

______
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The Sai – Running between Safa and Marwah
Read the text and fill in the missing words from the word bank.

Many years ago, God told Ibrahim to take his wife, Hajar and his 1.______,
Ishmael and go to the valley of Mecca. Ibrahim gave Hajar some water and
2.______ and told her to wait for him to return. When the food and water
were gone, Hajar ran 3.______ times between the hills of Safa and Marwah
looking for water to give to Ishmael, but she didn’t find any. When she
returned to Ishmael, Hajar was very tired and 4.______. Just then water
began to come out of the sand from under Ishmael’s 5.______. The water
kept them alive and also became an important water well for travelers. This
well is called 6.______ and is still full of 7.______ even today.

For the second part of the Hajj, pilgrims
run or 8.______ quickly seven times
between the hills of Safa and Marwah to
remember Hajar’s search for water. On the
10th of Dhul-Hijjah, the 9.______ run again
seven times between Safa and Marwah and
also 10.______ the Ka’ba again seven times
before they return.
walk

pilgrims

water

Zamzam

seven

son

sad

food

feet

circle
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Run between the hills and match the words in A to their opposites in B.

A

B

1. good

long __

2. tall

beautiful __

3. fat

narrow __

4. happy

new __

5. young

short __

6. short

hard __

7. old

old __

8. small

thin __

9. strong

noisy __

10. ugly

bad __

11. wide

big __

12. soft

sad __

13. quiet

weak __
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Mina – The city of the tents

After the pilgrims finish the Sai,
they walk to a tent city called Mina.
When the sun goes down, all the
pilgrims say prayers to Allah.
On the first night of the Hajj, the
pilgrims sleep in big tents.
The Plains of Arafat – The Mountain of Mercy (Jabal al Rahma)
On the second day of the Hajj, the 9th of Dhul-Hijjah, the pilgrims walk to
the plains of Arafat. It is here that the prophet Mohammed spoke for the
last time to his people and it is here that each pilgrim will stand before God.
This is one of the four most important parts of the Hajj and pilgrims stand
there for most of the day praying and asking for forgiveness. This is called
the waqfa and is the pilgrim’s time of judgment.
Pilgrims climb the Mountain of Mercy at Arafat and touch the pillar at the top.
Answer the questions.

1.
2.
3.
4.

What is the name of the tent city?
When do the pilgrims sleep in the tents?
How long do the pilgrims pray and ask for forgiveness?
What is the name of the mountain the pilgrims climb?
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Muzdalifa
After praying all day at Arafat, the pilgrims walk to a camp between Mina
and Arafat called Muzdalifa where they say prayers and sleep. In Muzdalifa,
the pilgrims collect small stones which they will need for the
next few days.
The Stoning of the Three Pillars in Mina - Rummy
When God told Ibrahim to sacrifice his son, Ishmael,
the devil tried to speak with Ibrahim three times and
tell him not to do it. Ibrahim did not listen and threw
stones at the devil to make him go away.
To remember this, the pilgrims return to Mina on the 10th of Dhul-Hijjah and
throw seven stones at the largest pillar called Al-Aqabah. It is also the pillar
closest to Mecca. They return again on the afternoon of the 11th and 12th of
Dhul-Hijjah and throw seven stones at each of the three pillars.
Answer the questions.

1.
2.
3.
4.

What do the pilgrims do at Muzdalifa?
When do the pilgrims return to Mina?
How many stones do they throw at the three pillars?
What is the name of the pillar closest to Mecca?
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Saleem is throwing seven small stones
at each of the three pillars in Mina.
For every stone he throws, write a
word from the word bank below which
matches the category of each pillar.
There are seven words for each
category.

Clothes

Animals

Nature

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

______
______
______
______
______
______
______

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

flower
bird
shirt
horse
tree
sun
camel
socks
sheep
mountain
grass
dress
pants elephant
jacket
sky
shoes
clouds
donkey
sweater lion
If Saleem threw seven stones at the pillar on the 10th of DhulHijjah and then threw seven stones at each of the three pillars on
the 11th and 12th, how many stones did he have to collect at
Muzdalifa?
Circle the correct answer.

twenty-one

forty-two

forty-nine

twenty-eight
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The Sacrifice - Qurbani
After stoning the pillar in Mina, the pilgrims make their own sacrifice. They remember
how God gave Ibrahim a sheep to sacrifice instead of his son, Ishmael. The sacrifice can
be a sheep, cow, goat or camel. Sacrifices can only be done on the 10th, 11th or 12th of
Dhul-Hijjah. No sacrifice can be made on any other day of the year.
The pilgrims give one third of the meat from the sacrifice to family, friends
and the poor.
Use the words from the word bank to write the correct names of the animals under the pictures.
Then circle the animals which can be sacrificed.

sheep
goat
rabbit
donkey
cow
frog
horse
turtle
fox
pig
camel
snake
chicken
duck
mouse
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Mecca

Safa
Marwah

Ka’ba

Mina

Roll the dice and move forward according to the number shown. When you land on a square with a name,
you have to read the name of the place visited on the Hajj and also say what is done there. If you don’t
know the answer, you lose your next turn.

Safa
Marwah

Ka’ba

Mina

Mina

Muzdalifa

Arafat

Ka’ba
Hajj Mubarak!
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1
2

ACROSS
2.

The name of the well
that Ishmael found is … .

5.

Ibrahim’s son is called … .

6.

The color of the clothes
of ihram is … .

8.

Hajar’s husband is called
….

3
4
6

5
7
8

9

10. The pilgrimage to Mecca
is called the … .
11. The city that the pilgrims
go to for the Hajj is
called … .

10
11

DOWN
1. Inside the Grand Mosque in Mecca is the holy … .
woman who goes on the Hajj is called a … .
6. Hajar looked for … .

7. ... Mubarak!

3. The Ka’ba is a place to pray to … .

4. The man or

5. The special white clothes of the Hajj are called the … .
9. Ibrahim’s wife is called … .
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Eid al-Adha – The Feast of the Sacrifice
When the Hajj is over, Moslems all over the world
celebrate Eid al-Adha, the Feast of the Sacrifice.
The first day of the celebration is on the 10th of
Dhul-Hijjah and it continues for two or three more
days. The holiday remembers Ibrahim’s trust in God
when he was asked to sacrifice his son, Ishmael.
On this day, Moslems think of their own trust in God. Many also make a
sacrifice if they can and give one third of the meat to family, friends and to
the poor. This meat is used for big feasts or dinners on the three days of
celebration.

On the morning of Eid al-Adha, Moslems put on their best clothes and go to
the Eid prayer (Salatul-Eid). After the prayer, people hug one another and
say, “Eid Mubarak !” In the afternoon, they visit family and friends. Families
prepare meals with special food, drinks and desserts. Children get sweets
and presents.
Eid al-Adha is also celebrated by the Druze.
Complete the sentences.

1. The first day of Eid al-Adha is on ____________________________________.
2. On the morning of Eid al-Adha Moslems________________________________.
3. In the afternoon of Eid al-Adha people ________________________________.
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What do we do on Eid al-Adha?
Match the sentences to the pictures.

1. We eat special cakes and sweets.

Holiday Blessings!

2. We say “Eid Mubarak !”
3. We give and get presents.
4. We prepare a special meal.
5. We say the Eid prayer at the mosque.
6. We make a sacrifice.
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