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In the past, when students were too sick to go to school, they missed 
everything. They missed their friends, their lessons and their after-school 
activities. But now, there is a new technology that is changing all of that. 

Meet AV1, a small robot with glowing eyes and a white body. It has a 
“head” that turns all the way around, and a little hole for a camera and a 
light. On its body, there is a microphone and a speaker*. All together, AV1 
weighs only a kilogram.

This robot was invented for an important reason – to take the place of 
students who are too sick to come to school. But AV1 doesn’t just record 
lessons for these students. With the help of an app on their phone, 
students at home can also use the robot to participate in class. They can 
“raise their hand” by turning on a blue light on the robot’s head. They can 
use the robot’s speaker to answer the teacher’s questions. They can even 
show how they feel by changing the expression on AV1’s face.

AV1 isn’t only useful in class. Between lessons, the robot goes outside 
with the other kids so that students at home can talk with their friends. 
When school finishes, AV1 goes to music clubs and sports teams so that 
the students at home know what to practice. 

But what is the most important thing that AV1 does? This robot changes 
the way that students feel. Before AV1, students often felt lonely when 
they had to stay home from school. Now, they don’t have to feel that  
way anymore.
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Did You Understand?

A. Answer the questions.

 1. Before AV1, what happened when students couldn’t go to school? 

  

 2. Name three things that AV1 has.

  a. 

  b. 

  c. 

 3. Who was AV1 invented for?

  

 4. How do students use the robot to “raise their hand”?

  

 5. Why is it important for the robot to be outside between lessons?

  

  

B. Complete the sentences.

 1. The robot is so small that it weighs  .

 2.  Students must have a/an  
  to use the robot from home.

 3. Students can change the robot’s expression to 

   .

 4.  Because AV1 goes to after-school activities, students at home

   .

 5.  Students who stay home from school don’t feel  
  because of AV1.

C. What other kinds of technology do you think are useful? Why?
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