
In the Middle Ages people sometimes 1. killed / were killing their enemies by using 
unusual methods, such as poisoning. In those days, poisonous plants 2. grew /  
were growing everywhere. People who 3. planned / were planning a murder  
4. picked / were picking, for example, poisonous mushrooms in the forest. When the 
victim 5. ate / was eating the mushrooms, he 6. died / was dying almost immediately.
Therefore, rich people who 7. had / were having a lot of enemies 8. employed /  
were employing a food taster. While the cooks 9. prepared / were preparing  
the master’s food, the taster 10. walked / was walking around the  
kitchen. He 11. tasted / was tasting every dish to make sure that  
the master’s food wasn’t poisoned. For obvious reasons, very  
few people 12. became / was becoming food tasters.

A Risky Job

E  Do you think a pay-what-you-like restaurant would be successful in Israel? Write a paragraph 
(60-80 words), giving your opinion and two reasons. Do the following:

 1. Write a topic sentence that introduces the topic and states the main idea of the paragraph.

 2. Write 2-3 supporting sentences.

 3.  Use the following useful language: In my opinion; I believe / don’t believe; I think / don’t think. 
The words below can also help you in your writing. Translate them in your notebook.

Word Power Practice, page 197

WORD POWER  Words to express an opinion
anticipate
contrast

criticism
feel like

in favor of
in view of

value (v)
vary

 4. Check spelling, punctuation and word order.

 LANGUAGE 2  Past Simple and Past Progressive

The restaurant reviews on page 56 use the Past Simple and the Past Progressive to talk about 
actions in the past.

We use the Past Simple to talk about things that happened in the past.

n We also had very tasty, though not exactly low-fat, desserts.

n We didn’t mind waiting for a table.

We use the Past Progressive to show:

a. a continuous action that was taking place when another action happened.

n While we were waiting for our table, a waiter offered us cold lemonade.

b. two continuous actions that were taking place at the same time.

n While we were eating our delicious meal, loud music was playing in the background.

c. a continuous action that was taking place at a specific time in the past.

n When we arrived at 8 p.m., a lot of people were waiting.

Does the Past Progressive exist in your language? If not, what tense do you use?

A Choose the correct answer.
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A Question of Taste


